








EXAMPLE 1: 
THE SALZMANN FAMILY, MARRIED, 2 CHILDREN, 
1 CHILD ATTENDING RÖSSLISPRUNG NURSERY

Mr and Mrs Salzmann have joint taxable income of 94,000 Swiss francs 
and joint assets of 110,000 Swiss francs. What is their monthly Elternbeitrag 
for their younger daughter who attends nursery for 2 full days a week?

Fixed factor for 
calculating the 
Monatspauschale13

The Grenzbetrag 
is CHF 120,000 
for everybody

Joint tax invoice

Minimal-
tarif

CHF 11.70

Maximal-
tarif

CHF 117.00

Maximaler 
Leistungs-
beitrag 3

CHF 105.30

Calculation:
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	 94,000	 Taxable income

+	 1,000	 Vermögensanteil 7

=	 95,000	 MASSGEBENDES GESAMTEINKOMMEN8

-	 35,000	 Deductions (1 household, 2 adults, 2 children)

=	 60,000	 massgebender Betrag 

÷	 120,000	 Grenzbetrag 

=	 0.50	 ––> 50 % INDIVIDUELLER BEITRAGSFAKTOR

x	 105.30	 max. Leistungsbeitrag 

=	 52.65	 individueller Leistungsbeitrag	

+	 11.70	 Minimaltarif

=	 64.35	 Elternbeitrag per day of use

x	 2	 Days of use per week

=	 128.70	 Elternbeitrag per week

x	 4.2	 Monatsfaktor 13	

=	 540.55	 Elternbeitrag per month (Monatspauschale)

More on page 12

More on page 12

RATES FOR SUBSIDISED PLACES
Provision: ganzer Krippentag

WHAT MUST THE 
SALZMANN FAMIILY DO?

The Salzmann family hands in the Subventi-
onsantrag. The Schul- und Sportdepartement  
calculates the individueller Beitragsfaktor 
based on their latest, definitive tax invoice. 
If the current circumstances of Mr and Mrs 
Salzmann’s Einkommen und Vermögen differ 
from this by more than 20%, they must enc-
lose evidence of this so that a Steuersimulati-
on15 can be undertaken (more on page 13). 

See page 16 for explanations of the terms used



EXAMPLE 2: 
THE MONNARD FAMILY, SINGLE PARENT, 1 CHILD, 
ATTENDING LUNCHTIME CHILDCARE FACILITY 

Yvonne Monnard is divorced with one child. For the last 2 years she has 
been living in the same household as her partner, Heinz Söhner. Her taxable 
income is 45,000 Swiss francs, her assets are 15,000 Swiss francs. What is 
the monthly Elternbeitrag if her son attends the lunchtime childcare facility  
5 times a week? 
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WHAT MUST MS MONNARD DO? 

Ms Monnard submits the Subventionsantrag. 
The Schul- und Sportdepartement calculates the 
individueller Beitragsfaktor. No Haushaltabzüge 
can be made for Mr Söhner. His Einkommen und 
Vermögen need not be given until he has shared 
the joint household for over 3 years.

See page 16 for explanations of the terms used

Calculation:

	 45,000	 Taxable income

+	 0	 Vermögensanteil

=	 45,000	 MASSGEBENDES GESAMTEINKOMMEN

-	 21,000	 Deductions (1 household, 1 adult, 1 child)

=	 24,000	 massgebender Betrag

÷	 120,000	 Grenzbetrag 

=	 0.20	 ––> 20 % INDIVIDUELLER BEITRAGSFAKTOR

x	 23.85	 max. Leistungsbeitrag 

=	 4.77	 individueller Leistungsbeitrag	

+	 4.15	 Minimaltarif

=	 8.92	 Elternbeitrag per day of use

x	 5	 Days of use per week

=	 44.60	 Elternbeitrag per week

x	 4.2	 Monatsfaktor	

=	 187.30	 Elternbeitrag per month

Fixed factor for 
calculating the 
Monatspauschale

The Grenzbetrag 
is CHF 120,000 
for everybody

More on page 12

Tax invoice, 
Ms Monnard

More on page 12

Minimal-
tarif

CHF 4.15

Maximal-
tarif

CHF 28.00

Maximaler 
Leistungs-
beitrag
CHF 23.85

RATES FOR SUBSIDISED PLACES
Provision: Mittagbetreuung im Hort



EXAMPLE 3: MS SMITH AND MR MEYER, 
UNMARRIED, 3 CHILDREN, 2 CHILDREN ATTENDING 
AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB 

Kurt Meyer lives with his partner, Jane Smith, their two children and his 
20-year-old son Markus, a student at ETH Zurich. Jane Smith’s taxable 
income is 52,000 Swiss francs, Kurt Meyer is taxed under the PAYE scheme 
and a Steuersimulation15 shows his income as 85,000 Swiss francs and 
assets as 115,000 Swiss francs. What is the monthly Elternbeitrag, if both 
daughters attend the after-school club on 3 days a week from noon to 6 pm? 

Tax invoice, 
Ms Smith

Steuersimulation 
Mr Meyer 
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WHAT MUST MS SMITH 
AND MR MEYER DO? 

They submit the Subventionsantrag 
and enclose Kurt Meyer’s salary 
certificate and proofs of assets. A child 
deduction is granted for the 20-year-
old son who is studying if confirmation 
of studies is submitted. The Schul- 
und Sportdepartement calculates the 
individueller Beitragsfaktor. 

Fixed factor for 
calculating the 
Monatspauschale

The Grenzbetrag 
is CHF 120,000 
for everybody

More on page 12

More on page 12

Minimal-
tarif

CHF 6.80

Maximal-
tarif

CHF 63.00

Maximaler 
Leistungs-
beitrag
CHF 56.20

RATES FOR SUBSIDISED PLACES
Provision: Mittag- und Nachmittag/
Abendbetreuung im Hort

Calculation:

	 137,000	 Taxable income

+	 1,500	 Vermögensanteil

=	 138,500	 MASSGEBENDES GESAMTEINKOMMEN

-	 42,000	 Deductions (1 household, 2 adults, 3 children)

=	 96,500	 massgebender Betrag

÷	 120,000	 Grenzbetrag 

=	 0.8042	 ––> 80.42% INDIVIDUELLER BEITRAGSFAKTOR

x	 56.20	 max. Leistungsbeitrag per child

=	 45.20	 individueller Leistungsbeitrag per child

+	 6.80	 Minimaltarif per child

=	 52.00	 Elternbeitrag per day of use and per child

x	 6	 Days of use per week (both children)

=	 312.00	 Elternbeitrag per week (both children)

x	 4.2	 Monatsfaktor	

=	 1,310.40	 Elternbeitrag per month for both children 

See page 16 for explanations of the terms used
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CALCULATION OF INDIVIDUELLER BEITRAGSFAKTOR

Massgebendes Gesamteinkommen8 – Haushaltabzüge9 
= massgebender Betrag10

Massgebender Betrag ÷ 120,000 (Grenzbetrag12) x 100(%) 
= individueller Beitragsfaktor11

HOW ARE EINKOMMEN UND VERMÖGEN DETERMINED?

This information is generally taken from the latest definitive tax invoice. 
With the Subventionsantrag, you authorise the Schul- und Sport- 
departement to obtain your details from the tax office. Since the latest 
definitive tax invoice usually dates back more than 1 year, you must 
confirm with your signature on the Subventionsantrag that your current 
Einkommen und Vermögen circumstances are not different by more 
than 20%.

WHEN MUST EINKOMMEN UND VERMÖGEN PROOFS BE 
SUBMITTED? 

A Steuersimulation is undertaken based on current proofs of Einkommen 
und Vermögen in the following cases:
Case 1: No tax data are available because 
		  -	 both parents, one parent, or the parent’s partner are in the  
			   PAYE scheme 
		  -	 no data for Zurich are available because of relocation
		  -	 Einkommen und Vermögen circumstances are not yet settled  
			   owing to separation or divorce (enclose operative part of 
			   separation or divorce decree) 
Case 2:	Your current Einkommen und Vermögen circumstances are more  
		  than 20% different from those on the latest definitive tax invoice.  
		  You must then submit relevant proofs.

CALCULATION PRINCIPLES

Page 13Page 12 See page 16 for explanations of the terms used

CHF 7,000 for the household
CHF 7,000 for 1 adult
CHF 7,000 per child

CHF 7,000 for the household
CHF 14,000 for 2 adults
CHF 7,000 per child

HAUSHALT-
ABZÜGE

MASSGEBEN-
DES GESAMT-
EINKOMMEN8

2 parents, 
married

1 parent	

Total of both 
incomes 
+ 10% of 
joint assets
(free allowance
CHF 100,000)	

1 income 
+ 10% of assets
(free allowance 
CHF 50,000)

2 parents, 
unmarried, 
at least 
1 child in 
common

1 parent 
+ 1 partner 
living in joint 
household 
for over 
3 years

MAKE-UP OF 
HOUSEHOLD
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I work in the City of Zurich but live with my child 
in Adliswil. Can I claim a subsidised childcare 
place? 

No, the residence under civil law of the person with 
parental authority must be in the City of Zurich. You 
will be charged the Maximaltarif.

 

We are expecting a baby and have already 
reserved a childcare place. Can we already 
submit a Subventionsantrag now? 

Yes, you can submit an application at any time. The 
individueller Beitragsfaktor calculated by the Schul- 
und Sportdepartement is re-set annually, regardless 
of when childcare commenced. 

  

Can I also get Subventionen if my child is cared 
for by a childminder? 

Yes, the same statutory principles apply as for other 
childcare options.

 

What happens if I use a subsidised place and 
don’t submit a Subventionsantrag? 

You will be charged the Maximaltarif until a 
Subvention agreement has been signed. No claims 
for refunds are permitted.

 

Why is the rate for the same provision in 
a private nursery often higher than the 
Maximaltarif for a subsidised place? 

Private establishments can set the rates for non-
subsidised places themselves. 

 

Our Elternbeiträge are paid by the social 
security department. Do we still have to 
complete a Subventionsantrag? 

Yes, as the persons with parental authority for  
the children being cared for, you must complete  
the application.

 

I am self-employed and my income fluctuates 
a lot. How is my individueller Beitragsfaktor 
calculated?

Submit the proofs of Einkommen und Vermögen 
available (last tax return submitted, balance sheet 
and profit and loss accounts, personal pension/
survivors’ insurance statement, etc.). Your 
individueller Beitragsfaktor will be calculated in a 
Steuersimulation. 

 

Can I calculate the individueller Beitragsfaktor 
or my Elternbeitrag myself? 

Yes, using the online calculator at www.stadt-
zuerich.ch/schulen or www.stadt-zuerich.ch/
kinderbetreuung. 

We can’t fill out the Subventionsantrag 
because we have separated and our financial 
circumstances are not yet clear. What do we 
have to do? 

Send the relevant proofs of income and assets with 
the Subventionsantrag for the parent with whom 
the child(ren) is(are) registered so that we can carry 
out a Steuersimulation. We also need a copy of 
the separation and maintenance agreement or the 
decree. 

We are divorced with joint custody. The 
children live with each parent alternately. Who 
must make the Subventionsantrag and which 
Einkommen und Vermögen are used for the 
calculation? 

The parent with whom the child is registered (official 
residence) makes the Subventionsantrag and states 
his/her Einkommen und Vermögen and maintenance 
payments.

 

My partner and I live together. She draws 
unemployment benefit and I am in the 
PAYE scheme. We have no Vermögen. What 
information must we give for calculating the 
individueller Beitragsfaktor? 

Enclose a current pay slip for yourself and 
your partner’s statement for the benefits under 
unemployment insurance. 

My partner and I have recently separated. Can 
I ask for the individueller Beitragsfaktor to be 
recalculated since his Einkommen is now no 
longer included?

No, the individueller Beitragsfaktor applies for one 
year. You can state the details of the make-up of your 
new household at the next adjustment date.

 

What happens at the end of the one-year period 
of validity of the individueller Beitragsfaktor? Do 
I have to take any action myself? 

No, you will receive the recalculated Beitragsfaktor for 
the next year from the Schul- und Sportdepartement 
and can then submit your corrections and 
amendments.

I want to terminate my childcare agreement. 
What do I do? 

Your childcare agreement contains periods of notice 
and you are responsible for observing these with 
the establishment. The Subvention agreement is not 
affected by this and will remain in force until the next 
adjustment.

QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS
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CONTACTS

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ELTERNBEITRAG, THE  
SUBVENTIONSANTRAG AND THE BEITRAGSFAKTOR

Schul- und Sportdepartement, Abteilung Lebensraum Schule 
Amtshaus, Parkring 4, 8002 Zürich, Telefon 044 413 85 85
Schalterzeiten: 8.00 - 12.00 / 13.30 - 17.00 Uhr

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE RANGE OF CHILDCARE FOR  
KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN AND SCHOOLCHILDREN:

Schul- und Sportdepartement, Abteilung Lebensraum Schule
Amtshaus, Parkring 4, 8002 Zürich, Tel. 044 413 85 85
Schalterzeiten: 8.00 - 12.00 / 13.30 - 17.00 Uhr

Kreisschulpflegen:
Uto, Ulmbergstrasse 1, 8027 Zürich,Telefon 044 205 51 80
Letzi, Dachslernstrasse 2, 8048 Zürich,Telefon 043 311 70 60
Limmattal, Hohlstrasse 35, 8026 Zürich,Telefon 044 413 69 00
Waidberg, Rotbuchstrasse 42, 8037 Zürich,Telefon 044 360 37 60
Zürichberg, Hirschengraben 42, 8001 Zürich,Telefon 044 266 15 40
Glattal, Oberwiesenstrasse 66, 8050 Zürich,Telefon 044 315 55 00
Schwamendingen, Schwamendingerplatz 1, 8051 Zürich,Telefon 044 325 37 10

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE RANGE OF CHILDCARE 
FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN:

Anlaufstellen Kinderbetreuung in den Quartieren
www.stadt-zuerich/kinderbetreuung > Anlaufstellen

Informationszentrum des Sozialdepartements
Telefon 044 447 17 17, E-Mail: izs@zuerich.ch

Tagesfamilien-Verein
Imfeldstrasse 86, 8037 Zürich, Telefon 044 493 52 52, www.tagesfamilien-zh.ch

Parents can obtain information about the possible subsidy of a private childcare place directly from  
the childcare centre concerned. Addresses can be found at www.stadtzuerich.ch/kinderbetreuung.

EXPLANATIONS

1	 Minimaltarif 
	 A Minimaltarif is set for all subsidised offers  
	 and payable by parents for each unit offered,  
	 regardless of their economic circumstances.

2	 Maximaltarif 
	 The Maximaltarif is the maximum Elternbeitrag 
	 payable for subsidised places per unit offered. 
	 Private establishments are free to set their own 
	 prices for non-subsidised places. 

3	 Maximaler Leistungsbeitrag 
	 = Maximaltarif minus Minimaltarif. 

4	 Individueller Leistungsbeitrag 
	 = maximaler Leistungsbeitrag multiplied by the 
	 individueller Beitragsfaktor. 

5	 Elternbeitrag 
	 = Minimaltarif plus individueller Leistungsbeitrag.
 
6	 Einkommen und Vermögen 
	 The details of Einkommen und Vermögen are 
	 taken from the latest definitive tax invoice. If 
	 current Einkommen und Vermögen circumstances 
	 at the time of the Subventionsantrag are more 
	 than 20% different or no tax return is available, 
	 a Steuersimulation is carried out based on current 
	 Einkommen und Vermögen evidence (salary or 
	 pension certificate, maintenance payments, etc.). 

7	 Vermögensanteil 
	 The Vermögensanteil is 10% of total taxable 
	 household assets after deduction of 50,000 
	 Swiss francs (free allowance) for each parent or  
	 the partner of a parent if his/her Einkommen und  
	 Vermögen are included in the calculation. 

8	 Massgebendes Gesamteinkommen 
	 = total taxable household income plus 
	 Vermögensanteil. 

9	 Haushaltabzüge 
	 7,000 Swiss francs per household, 7,000 Swiss  

	 francs for each parent or partner (if his/her  
	 Einkommen und Vermögen are included in the  
	 calculation) and 7,000 Swiss francs for each child  
	 aged up to 18 or 25 if proof of continuing  
	 education is provided. 
 
10	 Massgebender Betrag 
	 = massgebendes Gesamteinkommen minus 
	 Haushaltabzüge. The individueller Beitrags- 
	 faktor is calculated from the massgebender  
	 Betrag. 

 11 Individueller Beitragsfaktor 
	 = massgebender Betrag divided by 120,000 
	 Swiss francs (Grenzbetrag) times 100(%). This  
	 factor is the individueller Beitragsfaktor. It is  
	 calculated by the Schul- und Sportdepartement  
	 based on the Subventionsantrag and adjusted  
	 annually. 

12	 Grenzbetrag 
	 The Grenzbetrag sets the massgebender Betrag 
	 above which parents have to pay the Maximal-
	 tarif. It is set by the local council and amounts to 
	 120,000 Swiss francs.
 
13	 Monatsfaktor / Monatspauschale 
	 This is the factor for calculating the monthly
	 Elternbeitrag (Monatspauschale). It is 4.2, 
	 corresponding to the average number of weeks 
	 per month. 

14	 Subvention / Subventionsantrag 
	 Contribution of the City of Zurich to childcare 
	 costs in subsidised places. The Subvention is not 
	 paid to the parents but is taken into account in 
	 calculating the Elternbeitrag. Parents must 
	 submit a Subventionsantrag to the Schul- und  
	 Sportdepartement
 
15	 Steuersimulation 
	 Taxable Einkommen und Vermögen are 
	 determined in the same way as in a tax return on 
	 the basis of current proofs.




