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Never Now – Art from Zurich 
 

Showing at Helmhaus Zürich: Never Now – Art from Zurich. From 5 December 

onwards, Helmhaus once again gets to grips with the local art scene – and its diverse 

sub-scenes. Following on from When the Night Is Darkest, the Day Dawns (2010) and 

Post-match Is Pre-match (2012), the latest offering Never Now – Art from Zurich looks 

at what is happening now in the Zurich art scene – and why now can never be only 

now. 

 
With Catia Costa, Adam Cruces, Urs Frei, Selina Grüter+Michèle Graf, Franz Imboden, 
Raphael Perret, Jessica Pooch, Barbara Roth, Thomas Schweizer, Monika Stalder, 
Lukas Zimmermann 
 
 
Advertisers cajole us to “buy now!” on a daily basis. Well, we already know all too well how to 
“buy”. But it is difficult to tell just what, and above all, when, they actually mean by “now”. 
“That is because there is no now – not the one they’re talking about anyway”, according to 
media theorist Douglas Rushkoff. In his book Present Shock: When Everything Happens 
Now, he diagnoses our inability to experience the immediacy of the moment because we are 
cramming too much into it with the aid of our technical gadgets. And because advertisers 
have no interest in us ever arriving at “now”. 

Is the art of the present also subject to this “present shock”? Even though the term 
“contemporary art” constantly implies the present, it seems that, for the artists – as the title of 
this latest exhibition at Helmhaus Zürich suggests – it is “never now”. No sooner has a work 
been completed – if indeed it ever is – than a new and further developed one has to be 
tackled. And no sooner is the death of painting finally declared than we see paintings 
hanging there on the wall again like the living dead. Aligning, retro-style, with an artistic 
tradition can trigger unexpected accolades of being a visionary. That’s how fast traditions are 
recycled – and it will be no different in future. Art, like everything else in our day and age, is 
prototypically and permanently subjected to the pressure of innovation. 
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But does contemporary art have the potential to heal our “present shock”? Never Now brings 
together a large number of Zurich artists who are working on their projects with a long-term 
view in mind – something that those of us suffering from “present shock” certainly cannot 
claim. 

Monika Stalder, an artist working in one of Zurich’s Binz39 studios, has embraced the 
rhomboid, carpeting huge rolls of paper with lozenge-shaped patterns. This seemingly 
monotonous work results not only in tonally varied wall-pieces, but also gives the artist an 
almost meditative freedom that has allowed her, for instance, to mull over the possibility of 
embarking on film projects as a second key component of her oeuvre.  

Franz Imboden, a widely travelled artist of an older generation, who lives and works in the 
outlying residential district of Zurich-Höngg, has created a hundred or so large-format 
kaleidoscopic drawings in charcoal on brown paper. Some twenty of his drawings filling an 
entire room at Helmhaus bear witness to their meditative quality as eloquently as the 
Recycling Yantra by Raphael Perret, the media artist who has arranged electronic waste of 
European origin, but purchased in India, into the form of a huge yantra on the white floor of 
the Helmhaus. A yantra is a visual tool for meditation that is traditionally used to centre our 
desires. In this instance, it also reveals that our desire for all things new, and for the latest 
gadget, is not without repercussions for the world.  

Those are only three of a dozen Zurich artists showcased in Never Now – and that dozen, in 
turn, represents only a tiny sample of a Zurich art scene that is never-ending, and is now 
being given the appreciation it deserves. Art – Zurich art – is always happening. It is 
happening between Never and Now. And right now it is happening at Helmhaus Zürich. 

 

The exhibition will be accompanied by several events: In December, Raphael Perret 
presents the book on his Recycling Yantra installation, published by Amsel Verlag of Zurich, 
with workshops and talks. In January, four female artists and Never Now participants voice 
their opinions in discussion with the exhibition curators Simon Maurer and Daniel 
Morgenthaler. 

The exhibition title itself is the subject of our 5 o’clock theses when art critic Edith Krebs 
joins Daniel Morgenthaler to explore the question of whether the locus of the local – as in 
“local art scene” – is actually everywhere these days. Karin Frick, whose research focuses 
on the future, ponders whether the present is overvalued. 

An extension of now, of the present moment, can be expected in the form of a contemplative 
concert by Zurich musician Iokoi in the exhibition just before Christmas. In January, by 
contrast, Anna & Stoffner celebrate the interaction of rap and jazz. 
 

As usual, guided tours and workshops for children and adults round off yet another 
concentrated programme of events.  

 

 


